
The University of Adelaide has been providing top-level tertiary education 
and research since 1874 and is consistently ranked in the top one percent of 
universities in the world. The University is committed to creating innovative, 
student-centred facilities that support learning, teaching and research excellence 
and called upon Lenovo to support this latest phase. This case study focuses 
on the Lenovo ThinkCentre M90z as a resilient high-performing desktop system 
which the University of Adelaide now uses in Hub Central the on-campus study 
and learning facility, providing students with flexible and always-available com-
puting power to enrich their educational and social experience at the University.

Challenges
The University sought to co-create a multi-purpose student-focussed space to 
address increased demand for on-campus study areas from students, including 
more computers with which to study, work and engage in social and leisure 
activities. This facility, now known as Hub Central, would require PCs which 
were durable enough to handle constant 24/7 use without high maintenance 
costs, while also being compact and powerful enough to meet student require-
ments.

Based on more than 9,000 individual student hours of consultation, the Univer-
sity also found that students desired choice and ease of access to technology 
services and advice. This meant Hub Central would be the initial point of contact 
for all new and existing student inquiries, hosting a number of collaboration and 
productivity technologies to support learning needs.

Situation
More than just completing study related tasks, University of Adelaide students 
use on-campus PCs for social networking and leisure purposes. In some cases, 
this resulted in extended waiting times to access PCs in each Faculty, disadvan-
taging students needing to use those PCs as part of their studies. Rather than 
curtailing use of existing PCs, the University decided that the multi-purpose Hub 
Central facility would balance the academic and social needs of students as 
part of their on-campus experience. Ideally, such a facility would also act as the 
‘front door’ to the University, offering a single location for all student academic, 
administrative and co-creative needs.

Hub Central had to function within existing IT and finance resources, meaning 
the PCs had to combine low cost with high durability and performance. The 
facility would be open 24/7 and provide students with the ability to perform all 
day-to-day study and social functions, often involving rich-media content and 
bandwidth-heavy social networking functions. Finding a cost-effective PC solu-
tion for these needs which also met student demand for extra computers was 
critical for Hub Central’s success.

Irene O’Daly, University of Adelaide’s Team Leader for Teaching Technologies, 
met with Lenovo representatives alongside other University staff to discuss 
options for an all-in-one (AIO) PC for student use. Lenovo’s expertise in the 
education sector prompted it to propose a PC for initial testing: the ThinkCentre 
M90z.

“After considering other vendor models 
and thoroughly testing the ThinkCentre 
M90z, the team were very impressed 
with the ThinkCentre and recommended 
the M90z for Hub Central. The ThinkCen-
tre has definitely lived up to our expec-
tations of meeting the needs of both 
students and the University.”

University of Adelaide and Lenovo  
create the Perfect space for working 
and socialising.

Irene O’Daly
Team leader for Teaching  
Technologies

All-in-one PCs and Lenovo services enhance student 
output while saving on space and costs

Jane Langston
Student I.T. Consultant



Solution
The ThinkCentre M90z proved a strong fit and was deemed most suitable for 
Hub Central’s specific requirements. The decision was made to deploy M90z 
models in Hub Central.

The ThinkCentre’s distinguishing feature is its integration of the monitor into a 
central unit, resulting in a single compact unit which eliminates space and wiring 
constraints without compromising on screen size or flexibility. This ergonomic yet 
stylish approach, which includes multi-touch functionality, was a key factor in the 
University’s decision. The ThinkCentre’s Intel Core i processor provides scalable 
computing power which adjusts dynamically based on user needs, resulting in a 
lower maintenance and energy cost burden on University resources, while also 
offering students the ability to work and relax without technology latency.

“After considering other vendor models and thoroughly testing the ThinkCentre 
M90z, the team were very impressed with the ThinkCentre and recommended 
the M90z for Hub Central. The ThinkCentre has definitely lived up to our expec-
tations of meeting the needs of both students and the University.” said Irene 
O’Daly.

Since it’s opening, Hub Central’s fleet of 200 ThinkCentres have been running 
without downtime to meet continuous student demand.

“Hub Central is an example of how the appropriate and 
strategic use of technology can help enrich the entire 
student experience of the University.” 

Irene O’Daly
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Lenovo® ThinkCentre® M90z

Lenovo® Thinkcentre® M90z
 – Full HD screen with dual display support

 – Space-saving and clutter-free design

 –  Standalone display capable through VGA input

 –  Simple Tap software for improved multi-touch capability

 – Height adjustable stand

 – Easy-to-carry handle

 –  2 MP HD webcam and digital array microphones

 –  Physical mute button for microphone and webcam on/off 
swtechnologyh

 –  Quick servicing with an easy-access component layout

 – First AIO PC with a TCO Edge Certification

 – Significant savings on power costs

 – Up to 41.8% post consumer content (PCC)

 –  Auto-brightness control – save more on your energy bills

 – EPEAT® Gold and ENERGY STAR® 5.0

 –  Lenovo exclusive GREENGUARD® Certification

 – Trusted Platform Module feature

 – Hardware Password Manager capable

Results
“Our students are thrilled with the new facility and initial feedback on the Think-
Centre M90zs has been fantastic,” said Ms. O’Daly. “The hub is constantly busy, 
and we will seek Lenovo’s advice in future to help us create these innovative 
socialising and working environments.”

Apart from the initial cost of the ThinkCentres, the University’s Tehcnology 
expenditure on Hub Central has been limited to essential day-to-day require-
ments, with minimal spending and staff time needed for system maintenance 
and repairs. Student feedback has been unanimously positive around the ability 
to use the facility at all times and for all purposes.

“Hub Central is an example of how the appropriate and strategic use of tech-
nology can help enrich the entire student experience of the University.” said Ms. 
O’Daly.”

Lenovo® Key Facts
 –  No.1 in Worldwide Education Computing • No.1 

in Australian Education Market

 – A Fortune Global 500 company

 –  One of the Most Reputable Companies 
according to Forbes

 –  Listed by Forbes as 10 Companies that are 
genuinely green

 –  On the Honor Board of the Hang Seng 
Sustainability Index with an A+ rating

 –  Major research centers in Japan, China and 
the US

 –  Manufacturing and assembly facilities in 
China, India, Mexico and the US
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